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GUEST SPEAKER 
 
 

Jill Leovy 
Jill Leovy is the author of Ghettoside: A True Story of 
Murder in America and a former Los Angeles Times 
journalist.  Ghettoside was a finalist for the National 
Book Critics Circle Award,  and it won the gold medal 
for nonfiction at the 85th Annual California Book 
Awards. It also was honored with the Ridenhour Book 
Prize, the PEN Center USA Prize for research 

nonfiction and the New York Public Library’s Helen Bernstein Book Award for Excellence in 
Journalism. Her work has appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall 
Street Journal, the Atlantic and the American Scholar. She is a senior fellow at USC's Annenberg 
Center on Communication Leadership & Policy  and a fellow of the Department of Sociology at 
Harvard.  Her current book, “Haters,” due out in 2022 from Penguin/Random House, is a 
popular nonfiction account of the rise of cooperation in human civilization, and the slow 
subjugation of petty conflict. 

 

WINNERS 
 

 
Leslie Eaton 
Co-Winner, SINGLE  
on behalf of The Marshall Project 
Leslie Eaton is senior editor for investigations at The 
Marshall Project. She was previously investigative editor 
at the Dallas Morning News, Texas bureau chief for The 
Wall Street Journal, and a reporter for The New York 
Times. 
 
 

 
 



3 
 

 
 

 
Michelle Liu 
CO-WINNER SINGLE 
Michelle Liu was a 2018 corps member for Report for 
America, a national service program that places 
talented journalists in local newsrooms. She covered 
criminal justice issues across the state from June 
2018 until May 2020. Prior to joining the Mississippi 
Today team, her work appeared in the New Haven 
Independent. She currently works for the Associated 
Press. 
 
 
 
Eric Umansky  
WINNER SERIES 
(on behalf of the ProPublica editorial team) 
Eric Umansky is a deputy managing editor of 
ProPublica, where he has overseen two Pulitzer 
Prize-winning projects. Most recently, a series he 
edited on NYPD abuse of “nuisance abatement” 
laws won the Pultizer Gold Medal for Public Service. 
Umansky joined ProPublica way back when it 
started in 2008. If he remembers correctly, he was 
employee number eleven.  He's worked on many 
projects since then, and lives with his family in 
Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.propublica.org/article/propublica-new-york-daily-news-pulitzer-public-service-nuisance-abatement
https://twitter.com/dicktofel/status/866722360736587777
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Anna Wolfe 
CO-WINNER SINGLE 
Anna Wolfe is an investigative reporter who writes 
about poverty and economic justice in Mississippi. 
Before joining the staff at Mississippi Today in 
September of 2018, Anna worked for three years at 
Clarion Ledger, the statewide newspaper, as well as 
the Center for Public Integrity and Jackson Free 
Press. Anna has received recognition for her 
reporting on debtors prisons, kids during the 
pandemic, jobs and the economy, unfair medical 
billing practices and hunger in the Mississippi Delta. 

  

 
 
 
 

RUNNERS-UP 
 
 

 
Hannah Dreier 
Runner-Up SINGLE 
Hannah Dreier is a national enterprise reporter at 
The Washington Post. She previously worked 
at ProPublica, where her reporting about a botched 
crackdown on the gang MS-13 was honored with a 
John Jay/Harry Frank Guggenheim Prize and a 
Pulitzer Prize. Before that, she was Venezuela 
correspondent for The Associated Press and 

produced portraits of a deteriorating country.  
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Tony Plohetski 
Runner-Up SERIES 
Tony Plohetski has been a reporter for the Austin 
American-Statesman since 2000 and has covered 
criminal justice issues most of his career -- first as a beat 
reporter, then on the Statesman's investigative team. He 
has uncovered details in excessive force cases by Austin 
police and other regional law enforcement agencies, 
including the case of kindergarten teacher Breaion King 
in 2016, which sparked national outrage and led to 
sweeping reforms in how force cases are reviewed. In 
2020, he revealed the death of Javier Ambler, who died 

after deputies in suburban Austin chased him for 22 minutes for failing to dim his headlights 
and used Tasers on him multiple times while he screamed "I can't breathe!" -- all while crews 
from the reality TV show "Live PD" filmed. Since 2013, Plohetski has worked collaboratively 
with the local ABC station, KVUE-TV, where he is the station's Emmy-winning senior reporter. 
He is the recipient of an array of state, regional and national journalism awards.  

 
#   #   # 

 


